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Abstract

Social novels, more often than not, can be regarded as a suitable basis for
reflecting the events and realities of the society. The "Heart of Night" is one
of the eminent novels of Najib Mahfoz which shows some social events
regarding the contemporary Egypt very well. The confrontation between
tradition and modernity, which brings about changes and social
transformations in the contemporary Egypt, is one of the most important
event which was depicted in the novel with particular artistic and elegant
features. This study sought to analyze the confrontation between tradition and
modernity in the novel of "Heart of Night" by Najib Mahfoz. Moreover, the
study was aimed to investigate the author's position about this issue through a
descriptive-analytical method. The findings showed that Najib Mahfoz
considered both tradition and modernity. In other words, he set the middle
course and showed equilibrium and balance regarding tradition and
modernity. He called for the positive aspects of tradition and modernity while
showing competition between tradition and modernity. Najib Mahfoz also
pointed out that, philosophically, the movement of life on one of the pillars of
instincts and nature or rationalism to failure and destruction. On the other
hand, he payed attention to traditionalism without entering the modern world
an believed that the abandonment of traditions and entry into modernity
would eventually tend to defeat the human beings as all the needs of the
individuals will not be met in the shadow of one-dimensional life.
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