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Abstract

Many contemporary poets put considering literal devices aside and apply, to
some degree, complicated and rhythmic phrases in contemporary period with
the emergence of new poetry, or blank verse, With the aim of making ode
effective and presenting social and political criticism with a simple language,
the poets have composed poems which are full of interwoven images and
have thematic unity. This approach is known as “al-nez’a al-tasviriyh” or
Imagism in contemporary literature. Imagism in poetry according to Ez’aldin
Esmaeel’s definition refers to the application of images having temporal-
spatial dimensions, color, sound, smell, and taste. Sa’di Youssef is among the
contemporary Iraqi poets that his poems are rich and productive from an
imagist viewpoint. The present study with a descriptive-analytic approach
and by using Ez’aldin Esmaeel’s viewpoint has dealt with studying and
analyzing image elements in four selected odes from Ba’ida an el-same al-ola
and Al-najm va Al-remad. The obtained results indicated that Sa’di Youssef
has chosen imaging method for expressing social and political condition of
his society and criticizing available disorders to increase impact on the
audience. In creating his poetic images, he has benefitted from all image
elements and presents them in an artistic and interwoven manner. Each ode is
displayed in front of reader’s eyes like a scene from a movie.

Keywords: cotemporary Arabian poetry, imagism, image elements, spatial
image, sense image, Sa’di Youssef.
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