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Abstract

Minimalism refers to the use of the simplest plot to tell a story. Even though,
minimalism is an emerging phenomenon in the West, this genre has always
existed since ancient times in Iran. This study has analyzed this literary genre
by using descriptive-analytical method and through relying on credible
Arabic sources that have recounted short stories of kings, ministers and other
leaders of ancient Iran. The results showed that these short stories are great
examples of minimalism in Persian and Arabic literature. Most of them have
simple plot plan, have been stated in freestanding phrases, and have a very
small structure and consist only of one scene. The limitation of time and
space is so abundant that in most cases the story does not exceed a question
and answer, but have a fascinating and passionate theme. Aside from these
similarities, there are differences between the stories of ancient Iranian
wisdom and minimalism; Firstly, the characters in minimalist stories are
ordinary people of the society, while in the wise stories of the ancient
Iranians, both sides of the conversation, or one of them are celebrities such as
king, minister, sage, priest, etc. Secondly, despite the critics, criticize the
literary genre for lacking a political position, having simple and banal
descriptions, uniformity of style and disregard for ethical aspects, the
researcher believes that the minimal short stories of ancient Iran are free of
these charges; because in many instances as seen in this study, many human
concerns are reflected in a subtle way, using religious, moral, political, social
approaches.

Keywords: The Ancient Iran, Minimalism, Short Story, Wisdom, Arabic
sources.
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