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Stream of consciousness is a modern stunt in narration. Rather than
recounting the events of a story, the narrator records the thoughts and
feelings of a character exactly at the same moment they occur to him or her.
The reader can, thus, share the mental experiences of the characters and
take part in the creation of the story. This study aims at the parameters
involved in the stream of consciousness with a focus on the novel Al-
Khaefoun (Cowards) by Dima Wannous. It seeks to show how this
phenomenon contributes to associations in the mind of the modern man,
how various the narrative techniques are in the novel, and which of those
techniques is the most functional. The results show that the characters of
the novel speak their minds out through soliloquy, and internal soliloquy is
the most commonly used. It is also found that the events of the story are
narrated in no logical order, and the overuse of poetic features has given
the text a poetic rather than a prose entity. Furthermore, there are
considerable references to associations, which serve to link the soliloquies.
The novel is beset with ambiguities all through. This is exacerbated by the
lack of logical order, dreams, and the quasi-poetic nature of the text. The
author has benefited from different techniques of stream of consciousness,
especially association and soliloquy, to depict the events before and after
the Syrian civil war, sectarianism, the panic that has seized the people and
the lack of order in the Syrian society.
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