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Introduction

The study of grammatical disagreements among scholars of Arabic grammar
has long held a special place, giving rise to various grammatical schools and
doctrines, and prompting grammarians to engage in scholarly competition with
one another. One of the pioneers of the Arabic linguistic sciences who
contributed significantly to grammatical research, evolution, progress, and
revival of this field is Jamal al-Din Ibn Hisham al-Ansari (761 AH), and the
other is Ibn 'Usfur al-Ishbili (669 AH). Through their composition of works on
morphology and grammar, they rendered invaluable services to the language of
divine revelation. Among these works are the book "Al-Mugqarrib wa ma'ahu
Mithl al-Mugqarrib" by Ibn 'Usfur on the subject of the Arabic language and
literature, and the book "Mughni al-Labib 'an Kutub al-A'arib" by the
innovative and insightful grammarian Ibn Hisham.

Methodology

The present descriptive-analytical study aims to scrutinize Ibn Hisham's views
expressed in the book "Mughni al-Labib" regarding Ibn 'Usfur's grammatical
opinions in the book "Al-Mugarrib wa ma'ahu Mithl al-Mugqarrib," based on
evidence from the Qur'an. Ibn Hisham presents his critique along multiple axes,
including the issue of interpretation (ta'wil), omission and addition, justification
of certain Qur'anic texts, and disagreement with Qur'anic usage. He even
criticizes Ibn 'Usfur in some cases for disregarding the style of the Noble
Qur'an, such as the matter of suspending verbs of the heart and omitting one of
their two objects in abbreviation, the specific declension in the style of praise
and dispraise, the omission of the conjunctive particle and the conjunct, and the
assumption of resumptive pronouns in the case of conjunctions. He believes
that Ibn 'Usfur wished to disregard the style of the Noble Qur'an through his
justifications.

Discussion and Results

However, based on the research conducted, it must be said that Ibn Hisham has
made slips and mistakes in attributing some opinions to Ibn 'Usfur, as Ibn
Hisham's critiques include a set of views that he attributes to Ibn 'Usfur, while
these views are not found in Ibn 'Usfur's works and writings, such as the issue
of the complement of the predicate "kana" (to be).

The present research seeks to answer the following questions:



a) What is the most significant point of distinction between the views of Ibn
'Usfur and Ibn Hisham on the mentioned grammatical issues?

b) Are the criticisms and objections that Ibn Hisham raised against Ibn 'Usfur's
views valid?

Based on the research you mentioned, one of the most important works written
about the grammatical disagreements between Ibn 'Usfur and Ibn Hisham is an
article by Al-Kailani (2012) entitled "Naqd Ibn Hisham li'l-Nuhat - Ibn 'Usfur
Namudhajen" (Ibn Hisham's Critique of Grammarians - Taking Ibn 'Usfur as an
Example). He outlined Ibn Hisham's critique in five areas and concluded that,
except in a few issues, Ibn Hisham did not agree with Ibn 'Usfur and sometimes
attributed imaginary views to him that are not found in Ibn 'Usfur's works. One
of the areas of Ibn Hisham's critique, according to Al-Kailani, is Abu Hayyan's
unquestioning following of Ibn 'Usfur, but the author of the article believes this
is not true, and in some cases, Abu Hayyan rejected the views of the author of
Al-Mugarrib based on grammatical analogy.

Another work you mentioned is a doctoral dissertation by Jamil Abdullah
'Uwaidah (1409 AH) entitled "Manhaj Ibn 'Usfur al-Ishbili fi al-Nahw wa al-
Sarf" (Ibn 'Usfur al-Ishbili's Method in Grammar and Morphology), in which
the author examines the cultural and political conditions of Ibn 'Usfur's era, his
teachers and students, and his works. The author considers Ibn 'Usfur's
importance in grammatical and morphological research to lie in his
compilations, views, and grammatical doctrine.

In the present study, an attempt has been made to comparatively examine the
grammatical views of Ibn 'Usfur and Ibn Hisham on some rules of Arabic
grammar and the views of some ancient and modern grammarians, with a focus
on the differences between these two great scholars based on evidence from the
Qur'an.

Conclusion

The most important results of this research are presented in two areas:

1. Disagreement with Qur'anic usage on the issue of suspending verbs of the
heart (af'al al-qulub): Although grammarians have not reached consensus on the
issue of suspending verbs of the heart, this feature cannot be confined to the
category of zanna (to think) and 'alima (to know), because some Qur'anic verses
allow the suspension of verbs that do not belong to this category. To assume
that each of these verses implies the meaning of zanna and 'alima would go
against Arabic usage, since implication is not an analogical matter.



2. On the issue of omitting one of the two objects of verbs of the heart in
abbreviation based on the style of the Noble Qur'an, this is permissible, and
such expressions cannot be deemed weak, because the phenomenon of omission
is a linguistic feature found across all languages, especially Arabic due to its
tendency towards conciseness. Brevity accompanied by knowledge of the
omitted part is considered desirable among Arabs.

3. Regarding the assumption of resumptive pronouns in the case of conjunction,
which Ibn 'Usfur believes that the lack of agreement between the pronoun and
the conjoined elements is against the rule, and that the analogical principle
requires agreement, Ibn Hisham refutes this view. It must be acknowledged that
based on the detailed rules that exist in this area, multiple perspectives can be
mentioned for the noble Qur'anic verses, and one can benefit from the sound
view of grammarians like al-Radi, which involves less ambiguity and
complexity.

4. On the next issue: the omission of the conjunctive particle and the conjunct,
one cannot make judgments about Qur'anic verses based on mere conjecture
without relying on firm grammatical evidence. Similarly, regarding the specific
declension of what precedes in the style of praise and dispraise, although Ibn
'Usfur attempted to present a new view, since this view lacks a scholarly basis,
it is bound to fail.

5. The second axis is the lack of precision in attributing views to Ibn 'Usfur.
Indeed, such inaccuracies in attributing views to great scholars of grammar,
including Sibawayh, Ibn Malik, and Ibn 'Usfur, can occasionally be found in
Ibn Hisham's writings.
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