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One can see the extensive use of the past tense in the Quran. According to
some people of language (or linguists), it is worth reflecting on using the
past tense in the case of some events based on intellectual and narrative
clues. The present study aims to explain why the past tense was used in these
events. For this purpose, the present study reviewed and studied relevant
theories in the field of cognitive semantics, with a focus on Riemer's views
on metonymy and conceptual metaphor as well as image schemas. The
findings indicate that The past tense is used in different forms in the Qur'an.
Used in many cases in the same concept as its prototyp meaning and for
refering to the completion of an event in the past. But by changing the
prototype schema and removing the element of time, the past tense in the
Qur'an sometimes conveys transtemporal concepts such as the laws and
facts in the world, which do not belong to the past, but were used to express
them from this time. Sometimes past tense metaphorically enters into new
conceptual domains, and encodes concepts such as certainty, the
impossibility of realization, probability, and distance from reality.
Moreover, it metonymically conveys concepts such as priority, speed, etc.
by highlighting the components latent in the prototype schema. As a result,
the past tense in the Qur'an can be considered a polysemous category
conceptualizing a semantic network under the influence of context. These
meanings are all formed around the same prototype meaning and are related
to it in some way.
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Introduction

One can see the extensive use of the past tense in the Quran. According to some
people of language (or linguists), it is worth reflecting on using the past tense
in the case of some events based on intellectual and narrative clues. The present
study aims to explain why the past tense was used in these events and their
polysemy. The theoretical foundation of the present research, taken from the
field of cognitive semantics, presented a set of opinions and views on the
semantic analysis of words to analyze the conceptual relationships between
them. In cognitive semantics, image-schema transformation, metaphor, and
metonymy are considered the most important factors in the semantic extension
and polysemy of linguistic units (Zawada, 2001:14-12 & Cuykens). The
different meanings of a polysemous word form a radial category, and the
members of this radial category are organized concerning a prototypical sense.
This semantic extension is not accidental; the prototypical or central sense
determines and limits such an extension (Geerearts, 2006: 109). Regarding the
border between metaphor and metonymy, Riemer mentions three types of
metonymy and classifies the meanings created for the word in these three ways
in the domain of metonymy: 1- Effect metonymy: Riemer defines metonymy
as the effect of extending the core sense of the verb considering its effects. In
fact, in effect metonymy, the verb, in addition to the event, expresses its effects.
(Riemer, 2005: 186-187)

In the Arabic language, especially in the language of the Qur'an (i.e. classical
Arabic), one found no writing that semantically analyzed the past tense and
explained its mechanism. Of course, Hasoomi (2018), in his article "A
Cognitive Semantic Approach to Nontemporal Functions of Past Tense in the
Qur'an" addressed this issue and mentioned only some non-temporal uses of the
past tense, not the criteria of this use.

Therefore, the present study seeks to answer this question: how and with what
mechanism is the semantic network of the past tense used in the Quran?

Methodology

The present study analyzed the polysemy of the past tense using the cognitive
semantics approach and the newest theories in this field, especially Reimer's
theory of metaphor and conceptual metonymy. This theory was used as the
theoretical basis of the discussion since it clearly distinguishes metaphor and
metonymy from each other. For this purpose, the verses of the Qur'an in which



the past tense was used were first identified. Next, those in which the past tense
was not used in the original and prototypical sense were identified and analyzed
using cognitive semantics, and their semantic network was explained. In the
semantic analysis of the past tense, context, as an important factor, received
special attention. Then, it was attempted to explain the relationship between the
different meanings of the past tense and its prototypical sense to analyze the
reason for its use in each verse.

Results

In the Qur'an, the past tense is a polysemous category, has different uses under
the influence of the context, and conceptualizes a semantic network.

In the Qur'an, the past tense sometimes expands and sometimes narrows
semantically. In the latter case, although there is a semantic narrowing, it has
extended in function.

Semantic narrowing and functional extension sometimes have happened
through changes in the primary schema of the past tense. In these cases, the
element of time was separated from the past tense under the influence of the
context, leading to the conceptualization of transtemporal concepts such as
Sharia laws, facts, and realities in the world in the form of the past tense through
the development of its function. In other words, the past tense was
grammaticalized to express these concepts.

Context and two factors of metaphor and metonymy play a key role in the
semantic extension of the past tense.

In the metaphorical uses of the past tense, the appellation "past tense as a place"
has extended the concepts of place to the past tense domain. Moreover, it, as
the source domain, has entered a new conceptual domain and encoded more
abstract concepts such as certainty, the impossibility of realization, probability,
extent and vastness, and distance from reality.

In the metonymic uses of the past tense, some components and meanings latent
in the prototypical sense, and within the same primary and spatial domain of
the past tense, have been highlighted under the influence of the context, and
concepts such as priority and order, extent, speed, and visibility have been
conveyed.



Conclusion

in the Qur'an, although the past tense is an abstract concept and its
understanding requires a metaphor, it sometimes acts as the origin domain and
encodes concepts rather than determining the time since it is used in various
verses and contexts. By changing the prototype schema and removing the
element of time, the past tense sometimes conveys transtemporal concepts,
metaphorically enters into new conceptual domains, and encodes concepts such
as certainty, the impossibility of realization, probability, and distance from
reality. Moreover, it metonymically conveys concepts such as priority, speed,
etc. by highlighting the components latent in the prototype schema. As a result,
the past tense in the Qur'an can be considered a polysemous category
conceptualizing a semantic network under the influence of context.
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